CHAPTER XIII

A  PEACE  WHICH   MEANT  WAR

IN a large way, ever since the Spanish War, the
United States has been adjusting its policy to the
world conditions of which that struggle first made
the people aware. The period between 1898 and
1917 will doubtless be regarded by the historian
a hundred years from now as a time of transition
similar to that between 1815 and 1829. In that ear-
lier period John Marshall and John Quincy Adams
did much by their wisdom and judgment to preserve
what was of value in the old regime for use in the new.
In the later period John Hay performed, though far
less completely/ a somewhat similar function.

John Hay had an acquaintance with the best
traditions of American statesmanship which falls to
the lot of few men. He was private secretary to
Lincoln during the Civil War, he had as his most
intimate friend in later life Henry Adams, the his-
torian, who lived immersed in the memories and
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